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prum  Ammoniacum.  By  Mr  Benjamin  Belly 
Surgeon  at  Wigton  in  Cumberland. 

D.  aged  21  years,-  applied  to  me  in 


• December  1784,  for  a violent  cough. 
She  is  above  middle  ftature,  and  apparently 
robuft.  Her  menfes  had  flowed  at  regular  pe- 
riods, but  had  been  fcanty  for  two  years  paft, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  her  indifpofitioii. 
She  fays  (he  was  feized  fuddenly,  after  getting 
wet  at  the  time  of  menflruation,  with  a molt 
fevere  fit  of  coughing  in  the  evening,  which 
continued  till  noon  the  day  following,  without 
any  remifllon,  fo  as  to  alarm  both  her  matter 
and  miflrefs  exceedingly.  They  immediately 
called  in  the  family  apothecary  ; and  he  admh 
flered  different  medicines,  without  any  appa- 
rent advantage  whatever. 
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The  paroxyfm  continued  violent,  like  one  in 
the  hooping-cough,  for  near  fourteen  hours; 
after  which  fine  found  herfelf  exceedingly  de- 
bilitated, with  fome  remains  of  cough  and 
dyfpnoea  at  times.  But  this  did  not  hinder 
her  from  doing  her  duty  as  a fervant,  for  fome 
months  after. 

She  was  then  feized  with  another  fit  of 
coughing,  as  fevere  as  before,  and  of  the  fame 
duration.  As  the  apothecary  employed  be- 
fore, did  not  give  her  any  relief,  they  employ- 
ed another  with  as  little  fnccefs;  for  the  medi- 
cines adminiflered  neither  fhortened  the  pa- 
roxyfm, nor  prevented  its  return. 

From  repeated  attacks  of  this  kind,  (he  was 
obliged  to  leave  her  fervice,  and  to  go  home 
to  her  father’s,  when  die  applied  to  me. 

This  was  about  two  years  from  her  firft  at- 
tack. She  then  menflruated  pretty  regularly ; 
but  flill  in  lefs  quantity  than  when  in  health. 
Her  appetite  was  only  middling.  She  refled 
tolerably  in  the  nights,  when  free  of  dyfpncea. 
She  had  third.  Her  tongue  was  clean,  and 
belly  regular;  but  fhe  was  not  quite  fo  cor- 
pulent as  before  the  attack.  Her  pulfe  was 
quick  ; and  file  was  fenfible  of  her  being  more 
feeble  than  when  in  perfect  health. 

I looked 
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I looked  upon  her  complaints  to  proceed  from 
a great  degree  of  mobility  of  the  nervous  fy  Rem, 
which  led  me  to  fuppofe,  the  remedies  bell 
fuited  to  remove  them,  were  thofe  that  were 
mod  effectual  in  removing  relaxation  of  the 
nervous  fydem,  fuch  as  ' tonics  in  general.  I 
had,  lately  before,  had  great  opportunities  in 
feeing  the  good  effe&s  of  copper  as  a general 
tonic,  which  led  me  to  the  ufe  of  cuprum  am- 
moniacum.  This  I adminidered  at  fird  in 
fmall  dofes,  increafing  the  dofe  as  carefully  as 
I could,  to  produce  no  ficknefs,  or  as  little  as 
poffible.  She  perfevered  in  this  manner  for  a 
few  weeks  with  great  advantage ; all  her  for- 
mer complaints  immediately  went  off;  and  die 
has  fince  enjoyed  as  good  health  as  before  her 
attack. 

In  1786,  I was  called  to  her  in  labour,  when 
die  waadflfe^ered  of  a fine  healthy  boy.  She 
had  been^fien  about  twelve  months  married, 
and  never  had  any  return  of  her  former  com- 
plaints. 
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